
FULL CLEANUP. 
FULL TRANSPARENCY. 

PROTECTING OUR COMMUNITY’S HEALTH.

PRESENTED BY
TRI-VALLEY CARESCOMMUNITY MEETING



WHO
WE ARE
Tri-Valley CAREs

• Local nonprofit organization
• Focused on cleanup at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory
• Review technical reports and meet with regulators
• Translate complex documents into plain English and Spanish
• Ensure community voices are part of cleanup decisions

WE ARE HERE BECAUSE WE CARE ABOUT COMMUNITY HEALTH.



WHAT IS LAWRENCE
LIVERMORE NATIONAL
LABORATORY?

BECAUSE OF THIS WORK, CONTAMINATION OCCURRED — AND REMAINS AN ONGOING ISSUE.

FEDERAL RESEARCH
FACILITY CREATED
DURING THE COLD WAR

Designs and maintains U.S. nuclear
weapons
 Still conducts nuclear weapons research
and modernization
 Handles radioactive materials and
hazardous industrial chemicals



WHAT DOES
“CONTAMINATION”
MEAN?

LLNL IS A FEDERAL SUPERFUND SITE
 → A NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED TOXIC CLEANUP
SITE UNDER ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

Contamination = chemicals or radioactive materials in
places they should not be

CLEANUP IS ONGOING. DECISIONS ARE STILL BEING MADE RIGHT NOW.



WHY
CLEANUP
MATTERS

SOME CONTAMINANTS HISTORICALLY FOUND AT THE SITE
INCLUDE PLUTONIUM AND TRICHLOROETHYLENE (TCE)

At higher exposures, these substances are linked to:
 • Cancer risk

 • Organ damage
 • Developmental impacts

GOAL OF CLEANUP:
 PREVENT SPREAD. REDUCE EXPOSURE. PROTECT FUTURE GENERATIONS.



ONGOING GROUNDWATER CONCERNS

LONG-RUNNING GROUNDWATER

CONTAMINATION PLUMES

DECADES OF PUMP-AND-TREAT SYSTEMS

CONTAMINATION MIGRATED OFF-SITE IN THE

PAST (INCLUDING ARROYO SECO)

CLEANUP SYSTEMS STILL OPERATING TODAY



COMMUNITY
CONCERNS

IS CLEANUP
PROGRESSING
QUICKLY ENOUGH?

ARE FUTURE LAND USE
ASSUMPTIONS
WEAKENING CLEANUP
STANDARDS?

CLEANUP STANDARDS MUST REFLECT MODERN
HEALTH SCIENCE AND  NOT OUTDATED

ASSUMPTIONS.

IS CONTAMINATION BEING
FULLY REMOVED OR LEFT
UNDER “INSTITUTIONAL
CONTROLS”?

ARE  SOIL STANDARDS
FULLY PROTECTIVE OF
CHILDREN AND
PREGNANT PEOPLE?



WHAT DO
WE WANT
NEXT?

CLEANUP STANDARDS BASED ON CURRENT SCIENCE

DOCUMENTS AND MEETINGS IN ENGLISH AND SPANISH

CLEAR NOTICE OF UPCOMING DECISIONS

IN-PERSON AND ONLINE MEETINGS

ACCESSIBLE SUPERFUND TOURS

DON’T LEAVE CONTAMINATION IN PLACE



STAY
INVOLVED.
YOUR VOICE
MATTERS.

SIGN THE COMMUNITY SIGN-ON LETTER
JOIN OUR MAILING LIST FOR UPDATES
SHARE YOUR FEEDBACK AND
QUESTIONS
TALK WITH US AFTER THE
PRESENTATION!


