
Tri-Valley CAREs

Citizen’s Watch

March for Nuclear Abolition & Global Survival is the 

theme for a major rally, march and nonviolent action at 8 AM 

on Nagasaki Day, Weds., August 9, at the Livermore Lab. We 

will stand in solidarity with all radiation victims to say “Never 

Again!” to the use of  nuclear weapons and demand their total 

elimination. 

Daniel Ellsberg will join us. Ellsberg is the military analyst and 

whistleblower who released the Pentagon Papers, an act that 

helped end the Vietnam War. He will speak on rising nuclear 

dangers in the era of  Trump.

Takashi Tanemori will offer compelling testimony of  his 

experience at age eight when the atomic bomb shattered his 

family, ultimately taking the lives of  his parents and two sisters. 

His book, “Hiroshima: Bridge to Forgiveness,” details his 

transformational journey. 

Emma’s Revolution, the award-winning, singer-songwriting 

duo of  Pat Humphries & Sandy O, will perform at the rally. 

Marylia Kelley will speak about weapons programs taking 

place today at the Lab. She will also share insights into the 

negotiations at the United Nations leading to the overwhelming 

adoption on July 7th of  the “Treaty on the Prohibition of  

Nuclear Weapons.” Kelley and other NGOs will hand-deliver 

a copy of  the ban treaty to the Lab at the West Gate following 

the rally. 

Chizu Hamada will lead a traditional Obon dance to welcome 

the ancestors. Mike Rufo and Daniel Zwickel will offer guitar 

and songs at the gate.

There will be free parking at the rally site. A Peace Camp at lake 

Del Valle Regional Park will precede the rally,  RSVP needed. 

6HH�HQFORVHG�Á\HU�IRU�SURJUDP�GHWDLOV�DQG�NH\�ORJLVWLFV�

“I will write peace on your wings...” 
–Sadako Sasaki

This deserves celebration. The “Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons” was overwhelmingly adopted on July 7 at the 
United Nations in New York, with 122 states parties in favor, one 
opposed (Netherlands) and one abstention (Singapore). 

The ban treaty, as it is popularly called, will now open for 
signatures by states at the UN on September 20, 2017.  According 
to the treaty’s “entry into force” provision, it will become fully 
operational 90 days after achieving its threshold requirement for 
���VWDWHV�WR�VLJQ�DQG�FRPSOHWH�LWV�UDWL¿FDWLRQ��

With this treaty, the world unequivocally informs the nine 
nuclear-armed nations (U.S., Russia, China, U.K., France, Israel, 
India, Pakistan & North Korea) that they stand outside the law. 
And, while these countries are not expected to sign the treaty 
in the near term, the ban treaty’s greatest power may lie in its 
establishment of a new global norm. 

The treaty strips nuclear weapons of any shred of legitimacy and 
OD\V� EDUH� WKH� IXQGDPHQWDO� WUXWK� RI� WKHLU� KRUUL¿F� KXPDQLWDULDQ�
and environmental consequences. The treaty expressly outlaws 
nuclear weapons development, testing, possession, use, transfer 
and/or assistance in any prohibited activity. Further it bans 
the “threat of use” of a nuclear weapon, which rips away the 
underpinning for deterrence policy upon which the U.S. and 
other nuclear-armed states have so long relied for legitimacy. 

The vast majority of countries in the world now say in a single 
voice that nuclear weapons are not acceptable. Period. This is 
how societal patterns are changed – and how national behaviors 
are altered over time. With this in mind, the ban treaty is written 
so that the present-day nuclear weapons states may come into 
compliance over time and join the kinship of nations in a nuclear 
weapons free world. 

It is exciting to consider that countries large and small have 
important roles to play in achieving the total elimination of 
nuclear weapons, as does civil society. More than 130 countries 
participated in the negotiations at some point, and about as many 
non-governmental organizations, including Tri-Valley CAREs, 
were present and conducting important advocacy at the UN. 

Now, the ban is no longer in the process of “becoming” a treaty. 
It has arrived. First, we celebrate. Then, we get back to work. 
It is up to each of us to continue to propel the nuclear weapons 
ban process forward. And, for those of us who live in the U.S. or 
another of the nuclear-armed states, we have a special role and 
responsibility.

7UL�9DOOH\�&$5(V�Ƈ������)LUVW�6WUHHW��6XLWH����$�Ƈ�/LYHUPRUH��&$�������Ƈ����������������Ƈ�ZZZ�WULYDOOH\FDUHV�RUJ
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/DVW� VXPPHU� 7UL�9DOOH\� &$5(V� ¿OHG� D�
Federal lawsuit against the government 
for failing to comply with the Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) with respect to 
four separate requests involving dozens of 
documents.

6RRQ� DIWHU� ZH� ¿OHG�� GRFXPHQWV� VWDUWHG�
pouring in. However, many were heavily 
redacted (blacked out). After careful 
review, great persistence, and a year of 
negotiation, we can now announce that 
our demands were met in a satisfactory 
manner on all four requests.

The documents we obtained included 
new information about Livermore Lab 
activities, including a bio-incident, 
plutonium experiments in the National 
Ignition Facility laser, and four 
contaminated buildings designated “high 
risk” due to their severe threat to workers 
and the public. We also received data on 
plutonium at Los Alamos Lab in NM.

By dragging its feet, the government 
not only violated the law, it stymied our 
right to get information during time-
critical opportunities to impact decisions. 
Still, now we know the Lab’s plans 
for plutonium in NIF fell way behind 
schedule. During litigation we learned 
that some of the NIF reports we requested 
ZHUH� ¿QDOL]HG� MXVW� DIWHU� WKH� GDWH� RI� RXU�
UHTXHVW��6R��ZH�DUH�¿OLQJ�D�³IUHVK´�)2,$�
request to get them now.

And, we will sue again under FOIA if the 
government doesn’t comply, as we did in 
1998, 2000, 2006, 2008, 2010, 2013 & 
2016.

/LWLJDWLRQ�6XFFHVV

$V� SDUW� RI� RXU� H໤RUW� WR� VDYH� WKH�
HQYLURQPHQW� �DQG� VRPH� �� ZKLOH� ZH�
DUH�DW�LW���ZH�KDYH�RSWHG�WR�VHQG�RXW�
RXU�SDSHU�QHZVOHWWHU�IHZHU�WLPHV�SHU�
\HDU�� ,QVWHDG�� ZH� VHQG� RXW� PRQWKO\�
HOHFWURQLF�QHZVOHWWHUV��
We may not have YOUR email, 
VR� LI� \RX� KDYH� QRW� UHFHLYHG� RXU�
H�QHZVOHWWHUV� UHFHQWO\� SOHDVH� VHQG�
XV� \RXU� HPDLO�� 6HQG� LW� WR�marylia@
trivalleycares.org.

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������&LWL]HQ¶V�:DWFK

DC Days & Next Steps
Tri-Valley CAREs sent a team of  advocates to Washington, DC in late spring. We 

were joined by scores of  activists who, like us, are affected by U.S. nuclear weapons 

VLWHV��:H�WHDPHG�XS�WR�VSHDN�WR�GHFLVLRQ�PDNHUV�DQG�VKDUH�ÀUVW�KDQG�H[SHULHQFHV�
from communities that would, otherwise, be left out of  policy debates.

We held more than 100 scheduled meetings with members of  Congress and senior 

$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RIÀFLDOV��:H�VKDUHG�D�QHZ�JUDVVURRWV�UHSRUW��Nuclear Accountability 
Audit, with conservatives and progressives alike.

“DC Days” also featured a special awards reception to honor exceptional work over 

the past year. Among the awardees, Rep. Ted Lieu was recognized for his bill to 

UHVWULFW�WKH�3UHVLGHQW·V�DELOLW\�WR�ODXQFK�D�QXFOHDU�ÀUVW�VWULNH��$QG��WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons was honored for its advocacy on behalf  of  

the nuclear weapons ban treaty. (More about the event, the report and a video clip from the 
awards ceremony are on our website.)

�:KLOH�ZH�ZHUH�LQ�'&��3UHVLGHQW�7UXPS�VHQW�KLV�ÀVFDO�\HDU������EXGJHW�UHTXHVW�
IRU�QXFOHDU�ZHDSRQV�WR�&RQJUHVV��,W�FRQWDLQV�����ELOOLRQ�IRU�WKH�1DWLRQDO�1XFOHDU�
6HFXULW\� $GPLQLVWUDWLRQ� �116$�� LQFOXGLQJ� PRUH� WKDQ� ���� ELOOLRQ� IRU� QXFOHDU�
weapons activities, a nearly 16% rise. 

2QH�RI �WKH�QRWDEOH�LQFUHDVHV�IRU�QHZ�ZDUKHDGV�LV������PLOOLRQ�IRU�GHYHORSPHQW�RI �
WKH�:�����DW�/LYHUPRUH�/DE�IRU�WKH�QHZ�/RQJ�5DQJH�6WDQG�2II �QXFOHDU�ZHDSRQ��
7KLV�LV�QHDUO\�GRXEOH�LWV�EXGJHW�ODVW�\HDU�RI ������PLOOLRQ��/562�ZDUKHDG�IXQGLQJ�
LOOXVWUDWHV�WKH�ZURQJ�SROLF\�GLUHFWLRQ�WKDW�LV�HYLGHQW�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�)<���UHTXHVW��

,Q�VRPH�ZD\V�LW·V�WKH�2EDPD�QXFOHDU�EXGJHW�RQ�VWHURLGV��0RUH�WKDQ�WKDW��LW�SUHVDJHV�
a dangerous escalation of  nuclear risks, hinting for example at a start up next 

\HDU�RI �WKH�,QWHURSHUDEOH�:DUKHDG���SURJUDP�WKDW�FRXOG�OHDG�XV�EDFN�WR�IXOO�VFDOH�
nuclear testing in Nevada. 

As you are reading this, the Trump budget is wending its way though Congress. 

1RWKLQJ�LV�ÀQDO�\HW��&DOO�WKH�&DSLWRO�6ZLWFKERDUG�WRGD\�DW���������������

Keep in Touch

Tri-Valley CAREs board members, interns, staff  and membership recently got together 

to think strategically, review our last year, and plan the priorities for the next year. After 

looking at the strategic opportunities and potential threats expected in the coming year, 

balanced against the group’s current strengths and weaknesses, participants voted on what 

program areas should rise to the top.  The program areas that received enough votes to be 

considered priorities for next year are as follows:

1st Clean up and prevent pollution at Livermore Lab.

�QG��WLH��2EWDLQ�MXVWLFH�IRU�VLFN�ODE�ZRUNHUV�

�QG��WLH��6WRS�QHZ�QXFOHDU�ERPEV�DQG�ERPE�SODQWV

�QG��WLH��:DWFKGRJ�/LYHUPRUH�/DE�DFWLYLWLHV�JHQHUDOO\

5th Promote global nuclear disarmament

Our annual retreat is essential for planning our work in the following year. Thanks so much 

to all those who participated and we hope you can come next year.

Planning Strategically
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July 24, 2017 
 

Dear Tri-Valley CAREs supporter, 
 

I hope you are enjoying your summer edition of CCitizen’s  Watch .  
 

I also want to say “thank you” for your generosity, which plays such a crucial role in Tri-
Valley CAREs’ ability to stop nuclear weapons where they start… at the Livermore Lab.  

 

Together, you and I and the entire Tri-Valley CAREs team have accomplished a lot. 
Recently, we won a Federal lawsuit under the Freedom of Information Act, brought a crew of young 
people to Washington to speak truth to power about nuclear policy, and participated at the UN in the 
negotiations that resulted in the adoption of the historic nuclear weapons ban treaty.  

 

I am excited to share the news, too, that our communications team is expanding. Valeria 
Salamanca brings marketing and bi-lingual skills to our outreach to youth and Spanish speakers, two 
constituencies that Livermore Lab has conspicuously left out of environmental decision-making. Eric 
Luna is assisting Tri-Valley CAREs with web maintenance, social media and electronic outreach. And, 
this summer, we are fortunate to welcome Makayla Whitney as our legal intern.  

 

Despite our considerable success, we are not resting on any laurels! In this new era of Trump, 
with its increasing nuclear dangers and myriad threats to basic democracy, you and I and everyone at 
Tri-Valley CAREs must redouble our efforts. Let me share just a little of what we have planned, and 
ask for your vital financial support to make it happen.   

 

As I write this, I am facilitating planning efforts for a major rally, march and action at the 
gates of Livermore Lab on August 9 to commemorate the 72nd anniversary of the U.S. atomic 
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. I will also be speaking, along with Dan Ellsberg and others.   

 

Then, I leave for Washington to meet with Congress and the Administration on the nuclear 
weapons budget. In doing this, I will be following up on the foundation laid this spring by our “DC 
Days” team. Indeed, I am happy to say that dogged follow up is a hallmark of Tri-Valley CAREs!   

  

Our work is pivotal to creating social and political change. Tri-Valley CAREs’ research, analysis 
and advocacy influence the nation’s nuclear policy. Litigation led by our staff attorney, Scott Yundt, 
unearths truths the government would rather keep secret. Articles by Joseph Rodgers educate next-
gen professionals. Our outreach keeps you and others informed. With these facts in mind, I ask you 
to support  our cruc ia l  work with a generous g i f t . 

 

For peace, justice and a healthy environment, 
 

Marylia Kelley 
Executive Director 

 

P.S. Please don’t put this letter aside and risk forgetting it.  Send your tax-deductible donation today 
by check, or donate on-line at www.trivalleycares.org. THANK YOU! 
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TTri-Valley CAREs:  

RRespected, Effective & In the News 

“Testing Fate,” by Joseph Rodgers, was published on July 7 in the journal of the Young 
Professionals in Foreign Policy. He is a Master’s Candidate in Nonproliferation and 
Terrorism Studies at the Middlebury Institute of International Studies. Joseph Rodgers 
also serves as a Nuclear Policy Analyst at Tri-Valley CAREs. The article, excerpted 
below, was written as part of Tri-Valley CAREs’ project to address the rising nuclear 
dangers in the era of Trump. The full version is available at www.trivalleycares.org. 

TESTING FATE: From 1945 to 1992, the US conducted 1,032 nuclear weap-
ons tests in the atmosphere, under the ocean and below ground. These tests took their toll 
on the environment and communities downwind from test sites, with certain radioactive 

materials, such as Strontium-90, still measurable in our bodies. In the quarter century since the last explosive nuclear 
test, cold war realities like “duck and cover” have faded from the public consciousness… We would be well advised to 
examine the geopolitical context and the risks that would accompany any U.S. return to testing.

The United States signed the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty in 1996, but Congress has yet to ratify [it]… There is a 
small, yet growing, number of nuclear weapons aficionados in the US calling for the resumption of a nuclear weapons 
test readiness posture and even the commencement of explosive testing itself… 

Testing by the United States would almost certainly light an international fuse, triggering other states with nuclear weap-
ons to resume testing.  Russia is making substantial infrastructure investments at their old Novaya Zemlya testing facili-
ty, and could be expected to detonate a test soon after the United States does. China would likely follow. Additionally, 
India and Pakistan have collectively completed five nuclear weapons tests and would see new opportunities in renewed 
global testing. Of all the nuclear states, India and Pakistan have the most scientific knowledge to gain from a resumption 
of testing. A recommencement of nuclear testing would result in widespread environmental damage and a more danger-
ous, less politically stable world. 

Arguments for renewed nuclear weapons testing by certain nuclear weapons experts, such as former Sandia National Lab 
President C. Paul Robinson, are appearing because the US is planning to spend one trillion dollars modernizing every 
aspect of its nuclear arsenal. This costly modernization project is aimed at enhancing nuclear weapons capabilities… 
Wholly new concepts are being considered, including warheads with launch “interoperability” from multiple platforms. 
The farther away the stockpile moves from pedigreed (certified) weapons into uncharted novelty designs, the louder the 
voices to resume explosive nuclear weapons testing will become. Instead, if a particular design change would introduce a 
significant uncertainty about its explosive reliability, that should be a “stop” sign, not a “blow it up to see what happens” 
signal… 

Resuming nuclear weapons testing is politically untenable, internationally destabilizing, and environmentally cata-
strophic. Modernization of nuclear weapons by introducing novel design elements is provocative and is already contrib-
uting to an arms race. Testing will accelerate the nuclear dangers without commensurate benefit to the United States and 
will make our nation and the world less safe. 



PROGRAM 
8 AM - Daniel Ellsberg (pictured) renowned whistleblower, former Pentagon war planner, 
disarmament advocate; Emma’s Revolution (pictured) acclaimed singer-songwriting duo of Pat 
Humphries and Sandy O; Christine Hong, North Korea expert, UC Santa Cruz; Marylia Kelley, 
nuclear weapons watchdog, Executive Director at Tri-Valley CAREs; Barbara Rose Johnston, 
advisor to the Marshall Islands radiation claims tribunal, senior research fellow, Santa Cruz; Jan 
Kirsch, M.D., M.P.H., medical oncologist, global warming specialist at SF Bay Area Physicians for 

Social Responsibility; Hibakusha speaker invited.

9:15 AM - March begins. Bring enlarged photos of 
people, animals or nature for which you care deeply; 
drummers, singers, guitarists, traditional Japanese bon 
dance & symbolic die-in at the Lab’s West Gate; followed 
by an opportunity to peaceably risk arrest in the gates.   

MMarch for Nuclear Abolition
&& Global Survival 
No Nukes!  No Walls!  No Wars!  No Warming! 

Wed., August 9, 2017 at 8am 
Livermore Nuclear Weapons Lab, Corner of Vasco & Patterson Pass Rds.  

Commemorate the atomic bombings of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki at the place where new 

US nuclear weapons are created today;  
Change the future! 

RRally, March 
&& Nonviolent
DDirect Action 

Stop Trump’s dangerous nuclear weapons policies 

There will be free parking set up at the rally site and 
vanpools from Dublin-Pleasanton BART (925-443-7148 to 
reserve a seat). Peace Camp info is on the reverse side. 

More info: 925.443.7148 or 510.839.5877 



A Peace Camp will be held held in conjunction with the August 9 action 

Lake Del Valle Regional Park, south of the City of Livermore, available for August 7 and 8, 2017 

WHAT: A group camp out at beautiful Lake Del Valle, available for one or two nights. Family friendly. 

WHEN: Mon., Aug. 7 and/or Tues., Aug. 8. Confirm check-in times with Scott when you RSVP. At 7:15 
AM on Aug. 9, we will caravan to the Lab for the event. (Park gate opens at 5 AM.) 

WHERE: Ardilla group campground at Del Valle Regional Park, located on Del Valle Road off Mines 
Road, about 9 miles outside of Livermore. 

PARKING: Limited parking at the campground, carpooling is suggested. 

COST:  $10 per person/campsite per night.  

DETAILS: RSVP REQUIRED to Scott Yundt, Tri-Valley CAREs, 925-443-7148, scott@trivalleycares.org  

• Musical instruments welcome • No pets • No alcohol

The Livermore Conversion 
Project Nonviolence 

Guidelines* 
We agree to abide by the following guidelines in all 
of today’s actions: 

• We will be open and respectful to everyone
we meet;

• We will not use verbal or physical violence;
• We will not destroy property;
• We will not bring drugs or alcohol, except

for medicinal purposes;
• We will not bring weapons;
• We will not run, which can cause panic;
• If arrested, we will not resist;
• If legal consequences follow our actions, we

will treat all those we encounter in the
process with openness and respect.

*Adopted by consensus of the planning group for
the Aug. 9, 2017 actions at Livermore Lab

August 9 action co-sponsored by:
Alameda County Peace & Freedom Party; American 
Friends Service Committee; Berkeley Friends Church; 
Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose; Dominican 
Sisters of San Rafael; Earth Abides Catholic Worker 
Farm; East Timor Religious Outreach; Ecumenical 
Peace Institute; Jane Addams Peace Association; 
Konko Church of San Francisco; Lamorinda Peace & 
Justice Group; Livermore Conversion Project; Marin 
Peace & Justice Coalition; Middle East Children's 
Alliance; Mt. Diablo Peace & Justice Center; Nafsi ya 
Jamii; Newman Nonviolent Peacemakers/Fr. Bill 
O'Donnell Social Justice Committee; Niebyl-Proctor 
Marxist Library; Night on the Streets Catholic Worker; 
No Nukes Action Committee; NorCal District, 
Communist Party USA; Pacific Life Community; Pax 
Christi NorCal Region; Peace Action; Peaceworkers; 
People's World NorCal Bureau; SF Bay Area Chapter, 
Physicians for Social Responsibility; San Jose Peace & 
Justice Center; Social Justice Center of Marin; Tri-
Valley CAREs; Veterans For Peace, East Bay; Western 
States Legal Foundation. 

To become a co-sponsor, contact Livermore 
Conversion Project, PO Box 28119, Oakland, CA 
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7KXUVGD\��$XJXVW���

7KXUVGD\��6HSWHPEHU����

7KXUVGD\��6HSWHPEHU��

7UL�9DOOH\�&$5(V�PHHWV
�����30�±������30��79&�&RQIHUHQFH�
5RRP�������)LUVW�6W��/LYHUPRUH
���������������IRU�GHWDLOV
7UL�9DOOH\�&$5(V¶�PRQWKO\�PHHWLQJ�LV�D�
FKDQFH�WR�KHDU�DERXW�WKH�LVVXHV�ZH�DUH�
FXUUHQWO\�ZRUNLQJ� RQ��PHHW� DQG�PLQJOH�
ZLWK�RXU�PHPEHUV�DQG�VWDႇ�DQG�GLVFXVV�
XSFRPLQJ�HYHQWV��'RQ¶W�PLVV�LW��6QDFNV�
DQG�UHIUHVKPHQWV�ZLOO�EH�VHUYHG�

/HWWHU�WR�WKH�(GLWRU�:ULWLQJ�3DUW\
�����������30��79&�2ႈFH�
������VW�6W��6XLWH����$��/LYHUPRUH�
���������������IRU�GHWDLOV
:ULWH�D�OHWWHU�WR�WKH�HGLWRU�RI�\RXU�IDYRULWH�
QHZVSDSHU�LQ�D�IULHQGO\�DQG�VXSSRUWLYH�
DWPRVSKHUH�� :H� ZHOFRPH� EHJLQQHUV�
DQG�H[SHULHQFHG� OHWWHU�ZULWHUV��6QDFNV�
DQG�UHIUHVKPHQWV�ZLOO�EH�VHUYHG�

7UDF\�&RPPXQLW\�0HHWLQJ
������������30������&LYLF�&HQWHU�
3OD]D��5RRP������7UDF\
���������������IRU�GHWDLOV
&RPH�DQG�OHDUQ�KRZ�WR[LF�DQG�UDGLRDF-
WLYH�SROOXWLRQ�DW�/LYHUPRUH�/DE¶V�6LWH�����
LQ�7UDF\�DႇHFWV�\RX�DQG�\RXU�FRPPXQLW\��
+HDU�SUHVHQWDWLRQV�IURP�WKH�(3$�DQG�DQ�
HQYLURQPHQWDO�VFLHQWLVW�DERXW� WKH�SURJ-
UHVV�RI� WKH�FOHDQXS�SURJUDP�XQGHU� WKH�
6XSHUIXQG�ODZ��7KHUH�ZLOO�EH�4�	$�WLPH�

If you are between 10 and 30 years old, we invite you to create a two-minute video 

ZLWK�\RXU�WKRXJKWV�DERXW�QXFOHDU�ZHDSRQV�DQG�KRZ�WKH\�D൵HFW�KXPDQ�KHDOWK�DQG�WKH�
environment. 

The Youth Video Contest is part of our program to involve the next generation in nuclear 
and environmental policy. “Too often, young people are often left out of environmental 
decision-making,” said Valeria Salamanca, who is coordinating local youth outreach 
for Tri-Valley CAREs.  “The video contest encourages youth to engage on an important 
topic in a creative way.”  

Video submittals can be car-
toons, live-action, documen-
tary style, etc. Contestants can 
¿OP�ZLWK�VXFK�WHFKQRORJLHV�DV�
FHOO�SKRQHV�DQG�ODSWRS�ZHE�FDPV��9LGHRV�PXVW�EH�WZR�PLQXWHV�RU�OHVV��:H�DUH�R൵HULQJ�
a Grand Prize of $500, a Second Place Prize of $250, and a Third Place Prize of $100. 

The Youth Video Contest opens on August 15, 2017 and closes on October 31, 2017. 

$OO� YLGHRV�PXVW� EH� VXEPLWWHG� HOHFWURQLFDOO\��:LQQHUV�ZLOO� EH�QRWL¿HG� LQ�1RYHPEHU��
The three winning videos will be shown at a special awards ceremony and party on 
December 7, 2017. 

For contest rules and other information you will need in order to submit your entry, 
check our website August 15 at www.trivalleycares.org and our Youth Video Contest 
Facebook Page at www.facebook.com/youthvideocontest2017/ 

Winning videos from past years can be viewed at www.trivalleycares.org/new/
contest2016.html

Youth Video Contest

NPR: A Push for Open Process & Disarmament
6KRUWO\� DIWHU� WDNLQJ� R൶FH�� 3UHVLGHQW� 7UXPS� DQQRXQFHG� KH� ZRXOG� XQGHUWDNH� D� QHZ�
Nuclear Posture Review (NPR), undoing the one conducted by Obama in 2010. Trump’s 
135� DXWKRUL]DWLRQ�PHPR�XVHG�ZRUGV� OLNH� ³PRGHUQ�� UREXVW�� ÀH[LEOH�� UHVLOLHQW«´� WR�
signal its more aggressive tilt toward wholly new weapons programs and policies. 
7UXPS�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ� R൶FLDOV� VSHFXODWHG� RSHQO\� WKDW� WKH�135�PLJKW� HVFKHZ� HYHQ�
the mere mention of U.S. disarmament obligations under the Non-Proliferation Treaty. 
Further, it is being conducted in deepest secrecy in the bowls of the Pentagon. 

On July 19, led by Dianne Feinstein and Ed Markey, 22 U.S. Senators sent a letter to 
the Trump Administration demanding an “inclusive, transparent review process” for 
the NPR that includes “broad interagency input” and a “publicly-available document.” 
)XUWKHU��WKH�VLJQHUV�FDOOHG�IRU�WKH�135�WR�PDLQWDLQ�DOO�8�6��REOLJDWLRQV�XQGHU�UDWL¿HG�
treaties including a “commitment to the eventual elimination of nuclear weapons.” 

Senator Feinstein noted that the Trump NPR should “reject calls for new nuclear 
weapons.” Senator Markey added, “U.S. nuclear policy should focus on reducing the 
role of nuclear weapons.”

The Senate letter follows on a similar communication by 42 members of the U.S. 
House of Representatives in June. Both letters are available on our website. These 
FRQJUHVVLRQDO�DFWLRQV�PDUN�D�JRRG�¿UVW�VWHS�LQ�PRYLQJ�WKH�135�RXW�RI�WKH�VKDGRZV�DQG�
into the public debate. Much more needs to be done, however. 

What can you do? First, if your Senator is on the letter, call or email to say “thank 
you.” CA’s Kamala Harris is on the letter, and she and Dianne Feinstein can be reached 
at 202.224.3121. There are also a number of Bay Area Reps on the June letter, as 
well as a few who are conspicuously absent including Eric Swalwell, whose district 
encompasses Livermore Lab. Call or email them. And, thank you for all you do!
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We have Moved!
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Illegal Airborne Plutonium Shipment to Livermore
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This summer the Los Alamos Lab in New 
Mexico sent two illegal shipments of 
nuclear bomb material by commercial 
airliner in containers authorized solely 
for ground transportation. One airborne 
shipment went cross-country to the 
Savannah River Site in South Carolina 
while the other traveled 1,100 miles to the 
Livermore Lab. 

The National Nuclear Security Adminis-
tration (NNSA) released a short statement 
on June 23, noting that the prior week 
“improper shipments” had occurred 
with “small amounts” of “special nuclear 
material” traveling by air from Los Ala-
mos to the two sites. NNSA vowed to undertake “an investigation.” The agency 
then refused to answer questions or issue any further statements. 

None-the-less, key details are beginning to emerge about the nuclear airlift to 
Livermore Lab. The shipment involved 100 grams of weapons-grade plutonium, 
and it came by Fed-Ex air. 

The plutonium was packaged in a 9975 Type B container. Department of 
Transportation regulations, Nuclear Regulatory Commission regulations and the 
container’s technical specs all state that plutonium transport by air is prohibited. 
��ȱ���ǰȱ�������ȱ����ȱ���ȱ���ȱ������ȱ ���ȱ��¢ȱ ������ȱ���Ȭ�¡ȱ ��ȱ����ȱ����ę��ǯ

According to documents, the plutonium had been packaged in April and was 
awaiting paperwork from Livermore Lab. The general rule is for a 90-day schedule. 
The Department of Transportation requires that a minimum 15-day advance 
����ę������ȱ��ȱ���ȱ��ȱ����¢ȱ�����ȱ�������ȱ ����ȱ���ȱ���������ȱ ���ȱ������ǰȱ���������ȱ
to its published regulations. 

Yet, apparently, Livermore Lab suddenly told Los Alamos that it needed the 
plutonium in three days. 

Reporters and Tri-Valley CAREs alike have asked what Livermore Lab was 
planning to do with the plutonium, but NNSA and both labs have gone mum and 
will not answer. We have sent emails that have gone unanswered, and we are now 
preparing a formal Freedom of Information Act request that will trigger response 

deadlines and leave the government 
open to litigation if it refuses to comply. 

We are inquiring also about the shipment 
to South Carolina. Stay tuned.


