The Nuclear Posture Review:

 U.S. Expands Role of Nuclear Weapons
In March of 2002, classified portions of the U.S. Nuclear Posture Review (NPR) were leaked to the LA Times.  The NPR sets forth the Administration’s new nuclear policy, and lays the vision for U.S. nuclear policy through 2012. Since, the leak of the NPR, U.S. analysts have been able to trace the implementation of the Administration’s policy in the National Nuclear Security Administration’s (NNSA) funding requests to Congress. In short, the NPR expands U.S. reliance on nuclear weapons by:

· Assigning a larger role to nuclear weapons,

· Expanding the infrastructure of the nuclear weapons complex,

· Making phantom reductions in the nuclear weapons stockpile, and

· Developing new and improved nuclear weapons

Tri-Valley CAREs’ comprehensive analysis of the Nuclear Posture Review can be downloaded on the web at: http://www.trivalleycares.org/NPRfulltext.pdf.

U.S. Assigns a Larger Role to Nuclear Weapons
The New Triad does not limit the role of nuclear weapons, but integrates and expands the uses for nuclear weapons. The Administration’s policies abandon the concept that nuclear weapons are instruments of last resort. Instead, nuclear weapons are integrated into plans with conventional weapons.

The following quotes are excerpted from the nuclear posture review:

· “Within the New Triad, nuclear forces will be integrated with, rather than treated in isolation from, other military capabilities.” 

· “Composed of both non-nuclear weapons and nuclear weapons, the strike element of the New Triad can provide greater flexibility in the design and conduct of military campaigns to defeat opponents decisively.”

· “Linking nuclear forces to multiple defense policy goals, and not simply as a deterrence, recognizes that these forces, and other parts of the new triad, perform key missions in peacetime as well as in crisis or conflict.”

The current Administration’s policies significantly shift the role of nuclear weapons from deterring the use of nuclear weapons by others and use as an instrument of last resort, to a flexible weapon that it might use for a broad range of military purposes.

US Government Expands the Infrastructure of the Nuclear Weapons Complex

The third pillar of the New Triad is a revitalization of the defense infrastructure. The “New Triad” is “a revitalized defense infrastructure that will provide new capabilities in a timely fashion to meet emerging threats,” explained General John Gordon in a prepared statement before the Senate Armed Service Committee. By calling for an expansion of the defense infrastructure as part of the New Triad, the infrastructure itself is elevated to a level that makes it a vital element of national security and gives NNSA the carte blanche to expand its laboratories and production facilities. The expanision of the defense infrastructure called for in the NPR is materialized in the Dept. of Energy budget requests.

· NNSA is requesting $6.63 billion dollars from the Dept. of Energy for nuclear weapons activities.
· NNSA is requesting over $1 billion dollars for upgrades and improvements to weapons and only $35 million for warhead dismantlement.
· NNSA is requesting $7.7 million in 2006 and plans to spend $126 million through 2010 on the Modern Pit Facility. This facility might produce 250 or more pits per year. In addition, the Dept of Energy has just approved plans to double the plutonium limit at Livermore Lab to 1,397 Kilos (3,080 pounds). This increase is spurred by a plan to build an experimental pit production line for casting plutonium pits at Livermore Lab.

· In 2006, NNSA is requesting $348 million for so called “Life Extension Program” on three of the seven enduring weapons systems (W76, W87, and B61). The NPR specifically called for improving nuclear weapons. The NPR called for eight types of nuclear warheads to be refurbished over the next 25 years. Refurbishment is a euphemism for completely rebuilding the warhead and replacing numerous components with redesign and upgraded versions
For a comprehensive analysis of the Dept. of Energy’s request for nuclear weapons activities in 2006 see: http://www.trivalleycares.org/TVC-Civiak_2006Rpt.pdf.

U.S. Phantom Disarmament:

 The Strategic Offensive Reduction Treaty (SORT)
On November 13, 2001, President Bush announced that the U.S. would reduce its “operationally deployed strategic” nuclear warheads to a level between 1,700-2,200 by 2012. However, when all the “reductions” called for in the NPR, in accordance with SORT, are completed, the U.S. nuclear weapons stockpile is likely to remain close to 10,700 warheads.

The Bush Administration has said that it will dismantle some of the nuclear warheads it removes from deployment, but it has yet to identify how many warheads it plans to dismantle. Under the “cuts” outlined in the NPR as many as 3,200 nuclear warheads will remain deployed. The 1,700-2,200 nuclear warheads that President Bush spoke of has some accounting problems. First, it fails to count 800 deployed weapons because they are “non-strategic.” In addition, it fails to count 200 warheads from two submarines that are expected to be in ports, getting routine services at any time.

In addition to the 3,200 deployed nuclear weapons the U.S. plans to maintain, there will be 1,800-2,300 more warheads maintained in full readiness in the “active stockpile.” These 1,800-2,300 warheads, will be part of a “responsive force” that could be loaded onto delivery systems in times ranging from hours to weeks.  The total “active” nuclear weapons—counting both the deployed and responsive force will be about 5,000 warheads.  

In addition, 5,700 more warheads will remain in the “inactive stockpile”. Warheads in the “inactive stockpile” are fully functional, except that their tritium reservoirs have been emptied, or removed. In any event, the dismantlement of a small portion of the 5,700 inactive warheads would not make a significant difference in the overall stockpile of approximately 10,000 nuclear weapons.

In conclusion, The Nuclear Posture Review reveals the United State’s continued reliance on nuclear weapons. It shows a clear plan to expand the nuclear weapons infrastructure and modernize the entire arsenal. Since the release of the NPR, the National Nuclear Security Administration has consistently requested funds to realize this dangerous nuclear policy. It is clear that nuclear weapons remain central to U.S. defense strategy and the role of nuclear weapons has expanded to included “flexible” offensive strategies, integrating nuclear weapons in conventional warfare scenarios. The Nuclear Posture Review is a threat to the global Non-Proliferation Regime.

