PETITION

To Prevent the Transport of Plutonium Bomb Cores Back and Forth
Between Los Alamos, New Mexico and Livermore, California
WHEREAS, these nuclear bomb cores will be transported back and forth on trucks through three states - New Mexico,
Arizona and California.
WHEREAS, the government lowered the security at Livermore Lab on September 30, 2012 so that the facility has no
authorization to handle, test or store nuclear bomb usable quantities of plutonium, including these bomb cores.
WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) National Nuclear Security Administration has proposed trucking
plutonium bomb cores from its Los Alamos Lab in NM to Livermore Lab in the Bay Area, despite its lack of security.
WHEREAS, the bomb cores would undergo diagnostic tests at Livermore Lab that involve a “shaker pit,” “thermal
chamber,” and “drop test” that simulate conditions during the bombs’ “storage, transportation or use environment.”
WHEREAS, after completing these diagnostic tests in Livermore, the plutonium bomb cores would be loaded back on
trucks and sent on the road again to Los Alamos.
WHEREAS, publically available DOE documents state that it would take only 4 trucks to move the diagnostics from
Livermore Lab to a more secure location at or near the bomb cores, thus reducing or eliminating their transport.
WHEREAS, these diagnostic tests were not performed on any of the nation’s plutonium bomb cores for a period of about
six years, from 2005 to 2011, and the DOE has not publically justified a “need” to resume them now.
WHEREAS, the proposal to bring plutonium bomb cores to Livermore Lab, with its reduced security status, has never
been analyzed under the National Environmental Policy Act, our nation’s most basic environmental protection law.
WHEREAS, this proposal may, therefore, be illegal as well as dangerous.
THEREFORE, WE CALL ON THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY TO CANCEL ITS PLAN TO TRANSPORT
PLUTONIUM BOMB CORES TO LIVERMORE LAB. WE FURTHER CALL ON THE AGENCY TO PRIORITIZE
ALTERNATIVES THAT WOULD REDUCE OR ELIMINATE TRANSPORTATION RISKS.
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